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"Oh, no, Genro Ito, I'll take my staff back and forth with me, I
can't afford to keep help here and in Tokyo too."
"What did you do with your Omori house?"
"I sold it."
"Oh, I see," Ito said, proudly looking up at his own estate, "but you
can transfer the Surugadai buildings?"
"They aren't mine. They belong to my brother, Sumitomo. I hated
to accept them, you know, Genro, for I am accustomed to live
within my own meagre income."
"It's certainly convenient to have a home in Tokyo, especially with
no financial obligations. Well, I'll sit down here on the veranda for
a minute."
"Huh, I will not be chased out on account of the back rent, at
least."
"Didn't you say Sumitomo had proposed to pay for the upkeep?"
"Yes, that's the agreement. But I'll pay as much as I can."
"Isn't it strange, Saionji-san? Look at the hundreds of politicians
waiting to jump on the businessmen like a horde of hungry foxes near
the chicken yard-sometimes the order's reversed-for bribes large or
small. Here you have your own brother with whom you could make
profitable deals; but you contentedly sit back, read books and maga-
zines, do a little engraving or arrange bunches of orchids. You are
really a rare specimen among the greedy human beings in this material-
istic world."
Saionji was watering the transplanted orchids. "Huh, you don't
seem to have accumulated much despite your political reputation and
the length of your service."
"Well, I spend as much as I get"
Saionji finished the watering and came to Ito's side.
Suddenly the Genro burst out laughing. "Ha, ha, I thought you
were slow, but the way you dismissed Finance Minister Watanabe
changed my mind. When it comes to public questions you sometimes
exhibit remarkable determination."
Genro Ito was referring to an incident which had taken place some
time before when Saionji took the posts of Acting Premier and then
Premier ad interim to relieve Ito. Saionji still held the latter position.
"That was the only way to deal with him since Watanabe refused
to co-operate and declined to resign. As soon as I became the
Premier ad interim I advised His Majesty to discharge the Minister
; and I took the post"

